
Sources of Ancient 
Indian history

1. Literary sources

Major literary 
sources

Vedic literature Vedas and Vedangas

Later Vedic literature

Upanishads

Aranyakas

BrahmanasPuranas

Buddhist literature(Written in Pali 
language)

Jain literature(Written in Prakrit 
language)

Sanskrit

Foreign accounts

Greeks

Chinese

Arabian
Common 
perceptions on 
literary sources

Religious in nature

Improper or 
insufficient 
chronology

2. Archaeological 
sources

Architectural sources

Excavations

Epigraphic sources 
(Inscriptions)

Numismatic sources



Prehistory

Prehistory time before recorded history or the invention of writing systems.

Origin of Humans

archaic Homo sapiens evolved into anatomically modern humans in Africa

Humans inhabit India since Middle Pleistocene era

Divisions

Divided into three periods based on tool-making technologies

Stone Age

Paleolithic

Lower Paleolithic Handaxe and cleaver industries

Middle Paleolitisie Flake tools technology

Upper Paleolithic Flakes and blade toolsMesolithic

Neolithic

Chalcolithic

Bronze Age

Iron Age

Pre Historic Findings

Bhimbetka-painted Rock Shelters.

Nevasa Evidence of cotton.

Atranjikheda-Textile printing

Hastinapur-Wild Sugarcane.

Inamgaon-Statue of mother goddess.

Mehrgarh - Earliest evidence of agriculture

Koldihwa - Earliest evidence of rice.

Bagor Domestication of animal.

Chirand-Serpent cult.

Burzahom & Gufkral - Pit-dwelling.

Prehistory of India

First human settlement in India

Jwalapuram, Andhra Pradesh.

Year: 70,000 YBP

Earliest archaeological site Palaeolithic hominid site in the Soan River valley.

Archaeological evidences

Remains of Homo erectus at Hathnora in the Narmada Valley

Belongs to Middle Pleistocene period(500,000 and 200,000 years

Major findings

No human fossils have been associated with stone age tools in India.

Stone tools dated between 2 MYA and 1.3 MYA were excavated from Siwalik hills



Prehistoric period

Period without any written records.

Archaeological excavations are the only evidence for our cultural knowledge

Prehistoric period has three ages

The stone age

Palaeolithic age

Mesolithic age

Neolithic age

The Bronze Age. Indus valley civilization

The Iron Age.

Vedic period

Early kingdoms



Palaeolithic or Old Stone 
Age

Paleolithic age - 'Palaeo' old and 'lithic' stone

"Palaeolithic" was coined by sir John Lubbock in 1865

People were mostly hunters and gatherers.

Belongs to Pleistocene period

Period when most of the earth surface was covered with ice

Humans were absent in colder regions but could thrive in tropical region

Sub-divisions

Lower Palaeolithic

Middle Palaeolithic

Upper Palaeolithic



Lower Palaeolithic Age

50,000-100,000 BC

No human remains were found during this period.

Covers the greater part of the Ice Age.

Tools

Quartzite pebble tools and flakes

Hand axes

To cut trees

Butt end is broader and the working edge is narrow

Cleavers

To split objects

A tool with a heavy, broad bifaced edge

Choppers Made by chipping the sides of the stones.

represents a Pre-hand-axe industry

Sites

Siwalik range

Soan valley in Punjab, now in Pakistan

Caves

Rock shelters

Belan valley in Mirzapur district in UP

Pahalgam in Kashmir

Belan valley in Allahabad

Bhimbetka and Adamgarh in Madhya Pradesh

16 R and Singi Talav in Rajasthan

Nevasa in Maharashtra

Hunsgi in Karnataka

Attirampakkam in Tamil Nadu



Middle Palaeolithic Age

Period: 100,000 - 40,000 BC

Sites

Soan valley Crude pebble industry during himalayan glaciation

Rohri hills Tools and weapons

Narmada 
valley

Samnapur

Tungabadra

Bhimbetka

Nevasa

Flake tools

Made of Chert

a piece of hard stone made by chipping the edges

Tool types

small and medium-sized hand axes and cleavers

Scrapers

Borers large borers or awls

Blade-like tools



Upper Palaeolithic Age

Period: 40,000-10,000 BC

Significance
marks the appearance of new flint industries.

modern human beings (Homo sapiens) first appeared in the upper Palaeolithic age

Sites

Bimbhetka(MP)

Earliest rock cut paintings

Andhra Pradesh

Karnataka

Maharashtra

Chotanagpur Plateau

Gujarat

Climate

Less humid

belongs to end period of Ice age

Climate became comparatively warm

Increase in flora and Fauna

Tools

Blades
Parallel-sided blades from a prepared core

blade tools are comparatively large

Burins
A chiseled stone with a sharp point

Used for engraving on rocks and bones

Scrapers

flint implement with a sharpened edge

used for scraping material such as hide or wood.

Leather, wood, and bone were also used

Bones were also used to make needles, fishing tools, harpoons, blades and burin tools



Palaeolithic Culture

Soan culture

Soan is a tributary of river Indus

Regions

sub-Himalayan region in Punjab and Himachal Pradesh.

Sirsa valley in Punjab and Beas- Banganga valley in Himachal Pradesh

Three stages

Pre-Sohan

Late-Sohan

Early-Sohan

Sohan complex is also called Chopper chopping complex.

use of pebble tools was dominant.

Two divisions of tools.

chopper tools

unifacial tools having a round, semi-oval or almost straight cutting edge

formed by removal of flakes from the upper surface.

chopping tools

bi-facial tool, worked on both the faces.

produced by alternate flaking

Acheulian culture Acheulian Tool types

hand-axes

cleavers

retouched flakes

scrapers

tools are characterized by distinctive oval and pear-shaped "hand-axes"

Materials such as flint, chalcedony, quartzite, andesite, sandstone, chert, and shale were used

Tools made in the Achenlian culture are advanced than tools in Soanian culture.

Attirampakkam at Chennai in Tamil Nadu is the oldest Acheulian site in India(1.51 mya)



Mesolithic or Middle 
stone age

Basics

'meso' middle and 'lithic' stone.

Middle stone age in India is termed as Late Stone Age, Mesolithic or Microlithic period.

Mesolithic age in India started about 8000 B C. and continued up to about 4000 B C.

Transitional phase between the Palaeolithic and the Neolithic Ages

Warmer climate resulted in increased flora and fauna

Geographical Distribution

Langhnaj (District Mehsana) in Gujarat

Bhimbetka (near Bhopal) in Madhya Pradesh

Chopani Mando (near Allahabad in Belan Valley) in Uttar Prades

Birbhanpur (District Burdwan) in West Bengal

Bagor in Rajasthan

Sanganakallu in Karnataka

Tuticorin in southern Tamil Nadu

Settlements

People lived in huts with paved floors and wind screens

Huts were roughly circular or oval

People at Bhimbetka made floors with flat stone slabs.



Mesolithic age-
Tools, Pottery and 
Arts.

Microlithic Tools

Made of chipped and flaked stones

Length of tools varied from 1 to 8 cm

Tools include blades, points, lunates, trapezes, scrapers, arrowheads, geometric and non-geometric tools.

Tools were capable of being used as combination tools by hafting them in curved wood or bone

Pottery

reported from a number of excavated sites like Langhanj, Bagor(largest Mesolithic site in India), Nagarjunakonda, Chopani Mando

Pottery was wholly hand-made and usually coarse grained with incised and impressed designs rarely.

Arts
Painted rock-
shelters

1. Mirzapur district of UP

2. Bhimbetka near Hoshangabad, Adamgarh, Lakha Juar in MP

3. Murhana Paharin in Uttar Pradesh

4. Kupagallu in Karnataka

paintings deal primarily with animals which are shown standing, moving, running, grazing, etc.

paintings are generally executed in red ochre but sometimes bluish green, yellow or white colour also have been used.

humans are depicted in activities, such as dancing, running, hunting, playing games and engaged in battle,

Rhinoceros hunt is depicted in the caves of Adamgarh



Mesolithic age - Society, 
Recreational activities and 
Burials

Society

people began to have fixed settlements

people were essentially hunters, food-gatherers and fishermen

domesticated varieties of animals like cattle, sheep and goat

hunted smaller animals with bows and Spears

depended on vegetables or plants for food rather than animal meat.

Recreational 
activities

paintings at Bhimbetka

dances of ritual significance.

musical instruments such as blowpipes and horns were used

Burials

rock-painting of a family mourning the death of a child at Bhimbetka

At Langhanj human skeletons were associated with quartzite pebbles

four types of burials

1. Extended burial

2. Flexed (folded) burial

3. Fractional (secondary burial)

4. Double Burials

Multiple burials were witnessed at Sarai Nihar Rai and Mahadaha

Mesolithic people interred objects like microliths, animal bones and beads along with the dead



Neolithic or 
New stone age

Basics

'neo' new and 'lithic' stone.

Coined by John Lubbock

Neolithic settlements in the India are not older than 6000 В.С.

Neolithic settlements in India were first developed in the west of the Indus.

Society

Cultivation of plants and the domestication of animals began.

Led to settled life and growth of village settlements.

Crops such as wheat, barley, rice, millet, lentils were cultivated

Hunted wild animals such as boar, nilgai, gazells, etc.

Domesticated animals include sheep, goat, cattle, etc.

Settlements

Houses were circular in shape built on a series of bamboo posts with a conical roof

Houses were subdivided into four or more internal compartments

In Kashmir valley, the Neolithic people of phase-I lived in circular, oval, rectangular or square pits

Walls were of wattle and split bamboo screen plastered with mud

Houses had a hearth in a corner, sometimes only two stones juxtaposed

Nagarjunakonda and Paiyampalli(North Arcot district) have yielded evidence of dwelling pits



Neolithic 
Revolution

Neolithic Revolution

Sharp and polished neolithic tools made way for cultivation

Wild animals were domesticated

Evolution of settled communities

Storage of grains due to surplus production

Tools

Ground and Polished

Smooth surfaced with symmetrical shapes.

axes, adzes, shoe-lost Celts, long weeding hoes, picks with single or double working ends, chisels, axe-cum hammer

Made of diorite, basalt, slate, chlorite, schist, shale, gneiss, sand stone and quartzite.

Regions of Neolithic agriculture

(i) Indus system

(ii) Ganga valley

(iii) Western India and the northern Deccan

(iv) Southern Deccan.



Neolithic Age-
Pottery, Arts, 
Ornaments and 
Burials

Pottery

Burnished grey ware is the specialty of the Neolithic period.

Usage of pottery increased to a great extent

Pottery was initially hand made but later turned on wheel and fired in large kilns.

Arts

At Burzahom a stone slab is engraved with a hunting scene

It shows a stag or deer being hunted from the front with a bow and arrow and a spear from the rear.

Ornaments

Beads of shell, steatite, terra cotta and siliceous stones and copper and gold were used

Copper bangles from Brahmagiri and spiral ring from Narsipur are the few metal ornaments found in the Neolithic sites.

Burials

Neolithic people buried their dead nearby their habitation

dead are usually buried accompanied by pottery and ornaments, stone tools and even headrest

Infants were buried in the urns, usually in the houses.

At Burzahom in the Kashmir valley, the dead used to be buried in oval-shaped pits dug usually into the house floors.

Along with the human bones, the bones of dog and goat, which were perhaps sacrificed were also found.

interesting feature of the Kashmir Neolithic sites is the Animal burials.

Fragmentary burials of five wild dogs and antlers of barasinga were found.



Chalcolithic age

Basics

Chalco - copper and lithic - stone

First metal age, copper and its alloy bronze were used

Marked the transition from stone age to metal age.

In south India the Chalcolithic phase is called Neolithic-Chalcolithic phase

Society

Both farming and hunting was prevalent

Nucleated settlements

Beginning of social inequalities.

People did not know writing

Fish and meat formed the staple diet

Cotton was produced in Deccan

People knew spinning and weaving

Settlements

Developed in the regions of central India and Deccan

First village system in India

Chalcolithic people did not use bricks

No burnt bricks were used

Walls were constructed out of mud or mud and wattle.

Houses were either circular or rectangular in shape.

Inamgaon yielded a evidence of circular pit house.



Chalcolithic age- Culture

Chalcolithic cultures

1. Kayatha culture (2000-1800 BC)- Madhya Pradesh

Fortified settlements were found in Balathal

Pottery

Red-slipped ware painted with designs in chocolate colour

Red painted buff-ware

Combed ware bearing incised patterns
2. Ahar or Banäs culture (2000-1400 BC)-Rajasthan

Larger than other settlements

Pottery: Black and Red ware with white designs

3. Malwa culture (1700-1200 BC)-MP, Maharashtra

Major settlements: Narmada valley, Navdatoli and Nagada

Pottery: Thick buff surface with designs in red or black

Wheat and barley were grown here4. Savalda culture (2300-2000 B.C.)

5. Jorwe culture (1400-700 BC) - Nasik.
Jorwe is a village situated on the Pravara river. Pottery: Painted black-on-red with matt surface

Settlements became stable and widespread

6. Prabhas culture (2000-1400 B.C.) Lustrous Red Ware

7. Rangpur culture (1700-1400 B.C.)-Gujarat Lustrous Red Ware

Pottery

First to use painted pottery

Wheel made fine pottery is the specialty of the Chalcolithic culture

Pottery were given with fine slip of red, orange or russet colour

Floral, vegetal, anima, bird and fish motifs were used in the decorations.

Black and Red ware made its first appearance in the Chalcolithic sites

Ornaments
Beads of semiprecious stones like chalcedony, jasper, agate, carnelian, etc. were used

Copper beads, bangles and anklets were common

Implements

Copper smelting was known

Microlithic tools on siliceous material were very common

People were unaware of Bronze

Stone grinders, millers and hammers were used for processing food.

Trade

Regions: Ahar, Gilund, Nagada, Navdatoli, Eran, Prabhas, Rangpur, Prakash, Daimabad and Inamgaon

Ahar-copper tools

Tekkalkotta-gold and ivory

Jorwe-Pottery

Rajpipla-Semi-precious stones

Religious practices

Worship of mother goddess and bull

Fertility cult was practiced

Female figurines of clay, either, bucked or unbaked, have been reported from Inamgavn and Nevasa

Agriculture

Chalcolithic settlements flourished in the black cotton soil zone.

Crops

Cultivated both kharif and rabi crops in rotation

Cereals such as barley and wheat were grown

Grown pulses such as the lentil, black gram, green gram, and grass peaReared buffalo goat, sheep and pig for food.

Neither plough nor hoe has been attested to at Chalcolithic sites

Perforated stone discs and digging sticks were found

Burials

Chalcolithic people believed in life after death.

Dead used to be buried in their respective habitations

Buried in North to South position in Maharashtra

Fractional burials were found at West Bengal

Buried in East to West position in South India

Feet used to be chopped off probably to prevent the dead from returning to this world

Infants and small children used to be buried in puts arranged ‘mouth to mouth

Five urns with pierced bottoms were used at Daimabad.



Chalcolithic 
Sites

South-eastern Rajasthan

Ahar

Stone axes and Blades were absent

Copper tolls were abundant

Gilund

Eastern India.

Chirand

Burdwan district

Midnapore district Fish hooks

Western Madhya Pradesh

Malwa spindle whorls have been discovered

Kayatha

29 copper bangles and two unique axes

necklaces of semi-precious stones such as steatite and carnelian bead

Eran

Western Maharashtra

Jorwe Flat, rectangular copper axes

Nevasa

Daimabad

Chandoli copper chisels

Inamgaon

Evidence of Rive

Figure of Mother goddess

Nasik

Navdatoli



Harappan or 
Indus Valley 
civilization

Belongs to Bronze Age civilization(2500-1700 BC)

Discovery

Harappa(1921) Rai Bahadur Daya Ram Sahni

Mohenjo-daro(1922) Rakhal Das Banerjee

Chronology

Early Harappan phase (3500 BC-2600 BC)

Mature Harappan phase (2600 BC-1900 BC)

Late Harappan phase (1900 BC-1400 BC)

Etymology

Civilization named after Harappa, the first of its sites to be excavated in 1920.

Other names

Indus-Saraswati civilization

Saraswati civilization

Origin

1. Mehrgarh

2. South India

Geographical extent

Most of the sites were not on the river Indus but on the Saraswati river and its tributaries between the Indus and Gang

West: Sutkagendor in Baluchistan

East: Alamgirpur in Meerut(Uttar Pradesh)

South: Daimabad in Ahmadnagar(Maharashtra)

North: Manda in Akhnoor District(Jammu and Kashmir)



Harappan or 
Indus valley 
Civilization - 
Town planning

Towns were divided into upper part with citadel and lower part.

Materials

Sun dried bricks

Baked bricks

Buildings

(i) Private houses

Both Single and multi room houses

well and water reservoirs were common

taps inside every home

Bathing areas and drains were made with baked bricks or stone.

Two story houses were common

Rooms were paved with bricks or fired Terracotta cakes

(ii) Large houses surrounded by smaller units

(iii) Large public structures

Granaries

Citadel

Roads

Straight roads

Grid or rectangular pattern

Drainage

Underground or covered drainage

Connected from rear side of the houses



Major cities 
of Indus 
Valley 
Civilization

Harappa

First site to be excavated

Established on river Ravi

Important findings

Citadel

6 granaries in a row

Circular platforms for thrashing grains

two roomed Barracks

bronze crucible

Mohenjo-daro

Literally "Mound of Dead"

Established on river Indus

Regarded as largest IVC site

the largest building is a granary

Important findings

Garat Bath

For ritual bathing

Built with bricks

Side rooms for changing clothes

Bitumen is used to seal the walls and floors

Bronze Dancing girl statue

Steatite statue of a man with a beard

Unicorn seals (Most found seals)

Pasupathi seal

Seal of mother goddess

Lothal

city was divided into 6 sections

Vital trade center for gems and ornaments

entry to the houses were directly connected to the main street

Important findings

rice husk

artificial dock

Bead making factory

Kalibangan
Many houses had wells

Important findings

Furrows indicating the Ploughed field

Brick platforms indicating granaries

Bones of camel

No presence of baked bricks or drainage systemDholavira
has three citadels

Largest IVC site in India

Surkotada Horse remains

Chanhudaro Only city without citadel



Indus Valley 
Civilization- Religion

Worship of mother goddess

Terracotta figurines of semi-nude figures identified with Shakti or Mother Goddess

A seal at Harappa depicts the Earth or Mother Goddess, with a plant growing from her won

People offered burnt incense before her.

Worship of Pasupathi

Three faced male god

Seated in a yogic posture

Surrounded by

Rhino and a buffalo on the right

Elephant and a tiger on the left

Two deer standing under the throne
Worship of Trees

Pipal tree was considered most sacred

Discovery of a large number of seals with papal trees engraved on them

Worship of animals

Worshipped animals such as the bull, buffalo and tiger,

Worship of Humped Bull was most prevalent

Mythical animals

Human figure with a bull's horns, hoofs and a tail

Three-headed chimeras

human faced goat

Semi-human semi-bovine creatures
No special places for worship such as temple

Symbolic representation of the phallus ('inga) and vulva (yoni)

Faith in Magic, Charms and Sacrifices

Use of amulets suggests their belief in magic and charms

Seals have figures of men and animals in act of sacrificing.

Fire altars have also been unearthed at Banawali, Lothal and Kalibangan.

Burials

Circular and Rectangular burials

Cremation was also practised

Megalithic burials were found at Surkotada and Dholavira

Earthen pots and urns with ornaments and food grains were also buried with the dead

Belief in Life after Death

Disposed of their dead either by burial or by cremation

Buried with household pottery, ornaments and other articles of daily use.

Preserved the ashes of the bodies in clay urns



Indus Valley 
Civilization - Trade 
and transportation

Transport

Solid wheels were used in Harappa

Bullock carts

Boats

Plank built watercraft 
with sails

Goods

Raw materials include copper ores, stone, semi 
precious shells etc..

Finished products 
include

Metallic pots and pans, 
weapons etc..

Precious and semi-precious stones such as beads, 
pendants, amulets etc.

Ornaments of gold and 
silver

All exchanges through Barter 
system

did not use metallic 
money

Trade network

Afghanistan

Coastal regions of Persia

Dilmun and Makan were intermediate trading 
posts

Northern and western India

Mesopotamia

Greece and 
Egypt



Harappan or Indus 
Valley Civilization – 
Script

Script

Indus script

inscribed on

Seals

used to identify the private property.

Inscribed with pictures of one-horned bull, the buffalo, the tiger, rhinoceros, goat, elephant

Camel was not depicted in sealsBones

Ivory

Copper tablets

Pottery

Not deciphered yet

did not write long inscriptions

Script is pictographic

no connection with scripts of western Asia

script is not alphabetical

Symbol of fishes were depicted predominantly.

Writing style

Boustrophedon

Writing from right to left and from left to right in alternate lines



Indus Valley Civilization - 
Agriculture and 
Domestication

Agriculture

Agriculture was practised along the river banks

Indus river inundated the region

Floods took place annually

Produced two types of wheat and barley

People sowed in flood plains during November and reaped in April

First people to produce cotton(Greeks called it as Sindon)

Sesamum and mustard were also cultivated

channel or canal irrigation was absent.

Domestication

humped bulls were predominant

reared buffaloes, sheep, oxen, asses, goats, pigs etc.

both dogs and cats were grown as pets

kept asses and Camels for transport

people were acquainted with Elephants and Rhinoceros



Indus Valley Civilization -
Inventions, Tools and 
Measurement system

Inventions by IVC

Dental drill

Bow drill

Button

Furnace

Levee

Ruler

Step well

Tools

Copper was mined from Khetri copper mines of Rajasthan

Copper and Bronze tools were used

Flat-axes, chisels, arrowhead, spearheads, knives, saws, razors and fish-hooks

No use of Iron

Largest number of copper tools found at Gunjeria

Measurement system

Cubical and spherical units were made of chert, jasper and agate

Decimal system

Multiples of 16 was used to measure weights

Sixteen chhatank = ser

16 annas one rupee

Smallest division marked on an ivory scale

found in Lothal

approximately 1,704 mm

smallest division ever recorded on a scale of the Bronze A



Indus Valley 
Civilization - Skilled 
Occupations

Occupations

Seal-making

Shell working

Boat making

Masonry

Ornament making

Pottery

Terracotta manufacture

Spinning and weaving

Pottery

wheel made pottery dominated

Still handmade pottery was practised

designs of trees and circles were common.

Ornaments

Long barrel shaped cornelian beads

Harappan gold is not bright enough due to high silver content

Gold and silver jewellery

Steatite bracelets and amulets

Sources of raw materials

Copper - Khetri mines of Rajasthan

Chert blades - Rohri hills of Sindh

Carnelian beads - Gujarat and Sindh

Lead-South India

Lapis-lazuli - Kashmir and Afghanistan

Turquoise and Jade - Central Asia and Iran

Amethyst - Maharashtra

Agate, chalcedony and carnelian - Saurashtra.



Indus Valley 
Civilization Society

Political organization

No clear picture yet

no religious structures

no ruling of preists

Might have been ruled by merchants

nature of inheritance is not known in Harappan society.

Recreational activities

Terracotta figurines

Fire-baked earthen clayware

Used as toys or objects of worship

Represent birds, dogs, sheep, cattle and monkeys

Women figures were more in number than figures of me

Yoga

Harappans practised yoga

Terracotta figurines in various yogic postures

Stringed musical instruments

Toys and games Cubical dice

Paintings

only pottery paintings were found

no wall paintings have been discovered till date



Decline of Indus 
Valley Civilization

Decline of IVC

Natural causes

Decrease in fertility of soil due to salinity

Shifting of river channels

Drying of rivers

Floods

Drought

Deforestation

Indo-Aryan Migration

Decline in trade with Egypt and Mesopotamia

Major hypothesis

John Marshall and others - Environmental degradation

Mortimer Wheeler - Aryan invasion



Vedic Period

Origin of Vedic people

Three hypothesis

Indo-Aryan migrations

Indo-European migrations

Indigenous Aryans from Sapta Sind

Original home of Aryans

Bal Gangadhar Tilak Arctic region

Swami Dayananda Saraswati Tibet

Max Mueller Central Asia

Boghazkoi Inscription

Mentions the names Vedic dieties

Hure Feldt Turkistan

J C Rod Bactria

Divided into

Early Vedic Period (1750-1000 BCE)

Established at Sapta Sindhva Region

Sindhu(Indus)

Vitasta (Jhelum)

Askin (Chenab)

Purushni (Ravi)

Vipas  (Beas)

Shaturdri (Sutlej)

Saraswati Lost in the sands of Rajsthan

Aryans migrated by eliminating the Indigenous tribes Dasas and Dasyus

Dasyus were phallus worshippers

introduced chariots driven by horses

Military conflicts

Bottle of Ten Kings

Between the tribe Bharatas, led by their chief Surdas, against a confederation of ten tribe

Bharatas and the Purus merged into a new tribe Kuru alter the war.

Later Vedic period (1000-500 BCE)

Expansion

Use of Iran axes expanded settlements towards western Gangetic plains

Vedic society transitioned from semi-nomadic life to settled agriculture.

Painted Grey Ware sites belong to Later Vedic period



Organization of 
Vedic people

Hierarchy

1. Family (Kula) led by Grihapati

2. Village (Grama) led by Gramani

3. Clan (Vis) led by Vispati

4. People or Tribe (Jana)

5. Country (Rashtra)

Rajan

Chief of tribe

Other name - Gopati Janasya

Duty is

to protect his tribe and their cattle

to lead campaigns to possess cattle

visa

Election of chief by tribes

Mentioned in Atharva Veda



Economy during Vedic 
period

Economy(Early vedic period)

Cattle were the medium of exchange

Number of Cattle determined the wealth

war was termed as gavisthi(search for cows)

wealthy person was called Gomat

gifts were in terms of cows and women slaves

Private properties were not well established

Economy(Later vedic period)

Artisans such as Iron smiths, potters, jewellers took prominence

Agriculture

Still agriculture was the main occupation

Wooden Ploughshare was used with upto 12 oxen at a time

Metals

Iron also called as syama or Krishna Ayas came into use

Copper called as Lohit ayas was also used

Money lending became common

Weaving was confined to women

Taxes were collected

Landholding was common and cattle became a movable property

Satamana a piece of gold and Nishka was used as currency along with the barter system

Pottery

Practiced 4 types of pottery

1) Black-and-red ware

2) Black-slipped ware

3) Painted grey ware

Bowls and Dishes

used for both eating and rituals

4) Red ware most popular



Religion during 
Vedic period

Rig vedic 
religion

They worshipped the forces of nature

Rigvedic hymns were sung to pacify their dieties

There were no places of worship such as temples.

Indra was the most prominent deity in the Vedic society

Sacrifices

Ashvamedha (horse sacrifice),

consecrated horse rooms the kingdoms for a year.

horse was followed by a chosen band of warriors

kingdoms and chiefdoms in which the horse wandered had to pay homage or prepare to battle

Rajasuya sacrifice Confers supreme power on kings

Major Dieties

Indira
Warlord

Also called Purandara (Breaker of forts)

Agni Intermediary between people and God

Varuna Upholder of natural order

Soma
God of plants

Intoxicating drink is called soma

Marut Storm

Usha

Down

She is a female lord

Later Vedic religion

cult of sacrifice was prominent
Animals were killed on a large scale

sacrificer was known as Yajna

Indra and Agni lost their importance and Prajapati took their place

Rudra and Vishnu became important

Symbolic worship increased



Governance and 
Defence during 
Vedic period

Vidhata(Tribal Assembly)

Sabha

a kin-based assembly with select body of Elders or Nobles.

Women actively participated in the deliberations with men Women were called as Subhavati

Women were stopped to attend assembly in later vedic period

Sabha performed judicial functions

Samiti

assembly of the tribe for transseting tribal business

dealt with policy decisions and political business

Also religious ceremonies and prayers took place

Samiti did not have judicial functions

Vidhata women also participated

Gana

Defence

Vrajapati had controls over pasture land

Kulapa Head of the family

Gramini

Military leader

Later became the head of a village

Spasa Spy

Dutas envoys

Police

Ugra

Jivagribha

Madhyamasi Mediator



Vedic culture

Culture

Kinship was the basis of social structure

Clothes of cotton, wool and animal skin were worn.

Recreation

Flute (vana), lute (veena), harp, cymbals, and drums were played

Dancing, dramas, chariot racing, and gambling were other popular pastimes.

Settlements Lived in mud settlements

Food Milk products, grains(barley, wheat and rice), fruits and vegetables were consumed

Inscriptions Boghaz- Koi inscriptions

Found in Cilicia (Asia Minor), the capital of the ancient Him

Describes vedic gods and goddesses

Indra, Varuna, Mitra and Nasatyas (Aswins) were mentioned

Sites

Bhagwanpura (Haryana)

Painted Grey Ware site

neither iron objects nor cereals were found

13 roomed mudhouse

Punjab Painted Grey Ware site



Vedic Society

Society (Early vedic period)

Early Vedic people didn't fight for territories

Tribes were called Vis

There was no Varna system in early vedic period

Families were Patriarchal and Patrilineal

Three types of Marriages existed

Monogamy

Polygamy

Polyandry

Superstitions were employed to cure the diseases.

No officers for administering justice

Status of women

Women were equal to men

Women could choose their husbands and could remarry if their husbands died or disappeared

Both women sages and female gods existed

Women are allowed to study vedas

Society (Later vedic period)

Old tribes grouped to form larger political units.

monarchical states began to form

Rice(Vrihi) and wheat became chief crops

Wars were fought for territory

Vidhata disappeared completely

social boundaries, roles, status and ritual purity for each of the groups

still kings did not possess any standing army

People began to practise gotra exogamy.

society was divided under varna system

Brahmana's

cut of sacrifices increased their position

had monopoly of priestly knowledge and expertise

also claimed portions of territory as DakshinaKshatriyas

Vaishya's

constituted the common people

assigned the producing functions

began to trade at the end of the Vedic periodShudras

All three upper varnas were entitled to upanayana or sacred thread

Status of women

Women could not participate in Sabha

functions were demarcated for women

women were prevented from attending rituals

Male dominance increased to a great extent

women were thought to be inferior and subordinate 30 men

Marriage types

Asura Vivah Marriage by Purchase

Arsa Vivah A token bride-price of s Cow and a Bull was given

Brahma Vivah Marriage of a girl with the boy of same Varnas with Vedic rites and rituals

Daiva Vivah Father donates his daughter to a priest as Dakshina

Gandharva Vivah It was a kind of love marringe or awyamavara type

Prajapati Vivah Marriage without daury

Paisach Vivah Seduction of a girl while sleeping

Rakahasha Vivah Marriage by abduction



Vedic literature

Two divisions

Shruti

Body of sacred texts of divine origin comprising the central canon of Hinduism

Believed to be a direct revelation of the "cosmic sound of truth"

of Divine origin

heard and translated by Rishis

The first source of dharma is Sruti : the Vedas or Revelations

Smriti

Literally "that which is remembered" of human origin

Auxiliary treatises of the Vedas and are the law books of Indian society Smriti is the second source of authority fie

Composed after the Vedas around 500 BCE.

Four Vedas

Rigveda

Yajurveda

Samaveda

Atharva Veda

Each Vedas individually consists of

1. Samhitas

2. Brahmanas

3. Aranyakas

4. Upanishads

Upavedas

Upaveda ("applied knowledge")

Subjects of certain technical works

Divisions

Dhanurveda (deals with the art of archery)

Gandharvaveda (deals with the music)

Silpaveda (deals with are and architecture)

Ayurveda (deals with medicine)



Rigveda

World's oldest religious texts in continued use

Composed between c. 1500-1200 BCE

The text is organized into

10 Mandalas

contains 1028 hymns (suktas)

Mandalas 2-7, are the oldest part of the Rigveda and the shortest books

The first and the tenth mandalas are the youngest, they are also the longest books, of sot suktas

Mandalas are subdivided into Suktas(eulogies), rcas (praises) and padas respectively

9th Mandala is completely devoted to Soma

The 10th mandala purusashukta mentions the varna system

Rigveda has five branches

Sakalya

Baskala

Asvalayana

Sankhayana

Mandukya

The total mantras in Rigveda are 10,600.

Brahmanas of rigveda

1 Kaushitaki

2. Aitreya

3 Samakhyana



Yajurveda

The book of the Adhvaryu priests

prescribes the procedures for rituals or Yajnas

There are two main texts

Sukla Yajurveda or Vajasaneyi (Madhyandin and Kanva)

Krsna-Yajurveda (Taittiriya, Kathaka, Maitrayani and Kapisthal

Brahmanas of Yajur veda

Kasthaka

Maitrayani

Kapilathakatha

Taittriya



Samaveda

saman i.e. 'melody', is a 'collection of melodies

meant to be sung at the time of Soma sacrifice. Sung by Udgatris

consists of 1549 verses

Gandharvaveda

Upaveda of samavedas

Also called as Natya sashtra

Brahmanas of Samaveda

Panchavish Brahmana

Jaiminiya Brahmana

Shadvish Brahmana



Atharva Veda

latest of the four Vedas

entirely different from the other three Vedas in content and style

describes the popular beliefs and superstitions of the folks.

these hymns are used to ward off the evil spirits

It has two divisions

Paippalada

Saunakiya

divided into 20 kandas and has 711 hymns and a collection of 5987 mantra

Brahmanas of Atharvaveda Gopatha Brahmana



Vedic 
composition

1. Samhitas (1700-1100 BCE)

collections of mantras and benedictions

the term Veda is often used to refer to these Samhitas

There are four "Vedic" Samhitas

Rigveda

Yajurveda

Samaveda

Atharva Veda

2. Brahmanas

commentaries on rituals, ceremonies and sacrifices

Brahmanas may either form separate texts or can be partly integrated into the text of the Samhita

They may also include the Aranyakas and Upanishads.

3. Aranyakas

third part of the Vedas

text on rituals, ceremonies, sacrifices and symbolic-sacrifices

"wilderness texts" or "forest treaties" - written in forests

Two types of aranyakas

Chandogya aranyaka

Jaiminiya Aranyaka

composed by people who meditated in the woods as recluses

They focus on meditation and oppose rituals and sacrifices

4. Upanishads

Upani-sad that means 'to sit down near someone'.

text discussing meditation, philosophy and spiritual knowledge

Also known as Vedanta ("the end of the Vedas")

There are 108 Upanishads

Upanishads are the culmination of ancient Indian philosophical ideas.

Upanishads also give less importance to ceremonies and sacrifices

Upanishads are philosophical works in dialogue form

contains questions of nature philosophy and the fate of the soul

contains some mystic and spiritual interpretations of the Vedas

Our nation's motto Satyameva jayate is taken from the Mundaka upanishad.



Mauryan empire - 
Establishment and 
Literary sources

Establishment

322 BC

Chandragupta Maurya

Predecessor

Dhana Nanda

Nanda Dynasty

Literary sources

Megasthenes

Seven castes of Indian society

Absence of Slavery

Absence of money lending

Kautilya

Artha sastra

Economic and political conditions

Hemachandra

Parisistparvan

Chandragupta mauryas conversion to jainism

Jatakas Social and economic conditions

Vajika Kaumudi Mahotsava

Buddhist texts

Dipavamsa

Mahavamsa

Ashokas support to buddism

Vishakadutta Mudrarakshasa

Barabar Hills

Cave Inscriptions

Ashokas support to Ajivikas



Defence in 
Mauryan 
Empire

Army

Infantry

Cavalry

Chariots

Elephantry

Navy

Governing body

Senapati

Prasasta

Nayaka

Mukhya

Completely funded by central government

Espionage

Pulisanj
Public relations officers

Directed by kings themselves

Pativedaka Special reporters to kings

Samastha (Stationary Spies)

Kapadika Disguised disciples

Udasthita Recluses

Vaidehaka Merchants

Tapasa Ascetics

collected intelligence for both internal and external security purposes

Gudha-Purusha Secret agents

Sancharah (Wandering spies)

Satri Classmates

Tikshana Firebrands

Rashada Poisoners

Visha Kanya Women spies

Bhikshukis Mendicants

Vrishalis Courtesans

Cara Secret agents



Mauryan Empire 
Provincial 
divisions

Villages

Gramika

Village headman

Village groups

Sthanikas Tax collectors

Gopas Accountants

Districts (Aharas or Vishayas) Governed by

Pradeshikas

District head

Law and order

Revenue collection

Rajjukas

Justice

Rural Administration

Provinces

Imperial capital

Pataliputra

Prachaya province

4 Provinces

Uttarapatha Capital Taxila

Dakshinapatha Capital Suvarnagiri

Kalinga Capital Tosali

Avanti Capital Ujjain

Governed by Rashtrapalas

Kumaras Mostly princes of samrat become governor

Aryaputras Persons from Kshatriya clan



Mauryan empire Census 
and Court visitors

Court visitors

Megasthenes

Sent by Seleucus Nikator

Court of chandragupta maurya

Deimachos Strabo

Sent by Antiochus I

Court of Chandragupta Maurya

Dionysios

Sent by Ptolemy II

Court of Bindusar

Census

A register of immigration and emigration of foreign travelers, traders, or students was maintain

Probably the first mention of census in the world.

There was a regular dept. of census

Census officer of the cities was called Nagaraka



Mauryan 
Empire - Tax 
structure and 
Governance

Tax structure

Bali Voluntary offerings

Bhag

Land tax one-sixth to one-fourth

levied on agriculture produce and the cattle at the rate of one-sixth (shadbags

Also called the king's share (rajabhaga).

Vastu Rural tax

Durg Urban Taxes

Kara Orchard tax

Vivit Tax for pasture land

Governed by

Samahartha Chief tax collector

Sannidhata Chief Treasurer

Vachabhuvikas Tax collectors for tribes

Sthanika Tax collector in rural areas

Tax exempted 
for

Brahmins

Women & children

Armourers

Blind, deaf and other physically disabled

King's men



Mauryan empire - Coinage

Punch marked coins

Only silver and copper

Denominations

Pana

silver coins

1, 1/2, 1/4, 1/8

Masika

Copper coins

1, 1/2, 1/4, 1/8

Engravings

Elephant

Stupa

Branches

snake

Sun

Scorpion

weapons

Human figures

Mountains

Tree-in railing



Mauryan Empire - 
Departmental heads

Adhyakshas

Ministers next to tirthas

Heads of Departments

Major Adhyakshas

Akaradhyaksha Mines

Akshapataladhyaksha Accounts

Asvadhyaksha Cavalry

Ganikadhyaksha Prostitutes and dancers

Hastyadhyaksha Elepalhants

Kupyadyaksha Minerals

Lakshanadhyaksha Mint

Lohadhyaksha Iron

Manadhyaksha weights

Panyadhyaksha Commerce

Pautvadhyaksha Weights and measures

Rathadhyaksha Chariots

Sulkadhyaksha

Customs

Tolls

Suradhyaksha

Superintendent of Excise

controlled the manufacture and sale of liquor and intoxicating drug

Sitadhyaksha

Lands

in charge of the cultivation of Crown lands

Rajjukas Official to measure land and fixup boundaries

Sutradyaksha Textile

Sansthadhyaksha Market

Sunadhyaksha Slaughter house



Mauryan Art

Mauryan sculptures and pillars were made of hard sand 
stone

rock-cut chaitya-halls or cave dwellings in the barabar and nagarjuna hills of gaya

Sculptures

yakshi of besnagar

yaksha of parkham

chauri-bearer of yakshini from didarganj



Mauryan rulers

Chandragupta Maurya

Established a strong centralized state with an administration at Pataliputra
Liberated north-western India from the Greek rule and conquered Magadha from the Nandas
Reign: 322-303 BCE
Made alliance with Seleucus Nikator for his daughter
Belongs to kshatriya clan of the moriyas of pipphalivana
Spent his early life and education at Taxila

Other names

Sandroenttus
Androenttus
Vrishala
Kulahina
Maurya puts
Piradasi
Simhasens

Chandragupta abdicated the throne and retired to Sravanbelgola in Karnataka

Religion
Jainism
Followed his tracher, the Jain ascetic Bhadrahaha

Bindusara

son of the first Mauryan emperor Chandragupta Maurya and his queen Durdhara
Reign 301-269 BCE
He brought sixteen states under the Mauryan Empire
Bindusara didn't conquer the friendly Dravidian kingdoms

Other names

Simhasena
Bindupala
Allitrochades
Arnitrachates

Religion Ajivkas

Ashoka(sorrow-free)

Reign 272-232 BCE

Parents
Father Bindusara
Mother-Janapada Kalyani or Subhadrangi

Conquests Kalinga was conquered by Ashoka

served as viceroy of Ujjain and taxila.
Crushed revolts in Ujjain and Taxila.
divyavadana tells the story of a revolt in taxila

After kalinga war

Sent cut missionaries to travel around Asis and spend Buddhism to other countries.
Dharmamahumate were appointed to both peach people and act as judge
Embraced the teachings of Buddhism, and renounced war and violence
Undertook a massive public works building campaign across the country
Implemented principles of ahimsa by bunning hunting and violent sports activity and ending indentured and 
forced labor

Titles
Priyadarsi
Devanampriya ‘Beloved of the God’
Ashokamanthan

Religion Buddhism

Edicts of Ashoka

collection of 23 inscriptions on the Pillars of Ashoka as well as boulders and core walls
edicts were deciphered by James Prinsep
states his policies and accomplishments

Edicts

Fourteen major rock edicts
Minor Back edicts
Pillar Edicts (set of 7)
Minor Pillar Inscriptions

Script
Afghanistan- Greek and Aramaic languages
Pakistan-Prakrit language, written in Kharosthi script
All other areas Prakrit language, written in Brahmi script.

Pillars

Single Lion Capitals
Ranipurva 1
Laurya-Nandangarh
Vaishali (Basara)

4 Lion capitals
Sarnath raised in the deer park
Sanchi

Elephant Rajgriha
Horse capital Lumbini
Bull Rampurva 11
wheel capital Pataliputra
ox-capital Sravasti

Facts First king in the Indian history to leave his records engraved on stones

Brihadratha
Last ruler of maurya dynasty
assassinated in 185 BCE during a military parade by the Brahmin general Pushyamitra Sunga
led to a wave of religious persecution for Buddhists, and a resurgence of Hinduism.



Chera Kingdom

Important facts

Satyaputra and Keralaputra were mentioned in Rock edict II and Girnar inscription

Cheras are referred as Kedalaputho ("Kerala Putra") in the Ashoka's edicts (3rd century BC)

Cheras used Bow and arrow in their flags

Geographical extent

Parts of Tamilnadu and Kerala

location of the Chera capital is generally assumed to be at modern Karur

controlled two harbour towns
Tondi (Tyndis)

Muciri (Muairis) Roman trade settlements flourished here

Chera trade

Traded with West Asia, Greece and Rome

Bulk spices, ivory, timber, pearls and gems were exported

After the 2nd century AD, the Cheras' power decayed rapidly with the decline of trade with the Romans

Romans brought vast amounts of gold in exchange for pepper.

Geographical advantages

abundance of exotic spices

navigable rivers connecting western Ghats with Arabian sea

favourable Monsoon winds carried sailing ships directly from the Arabian coast to Chera kingdon

Early Cheras

Uthiyan Cheralathan

first of the known rulers of the Chera dynasty

His capital was at Kuzhumur.

contemporary of the Chola ruler Karikala Chole.

Nedum Cheralathan
consolidated the Chera kingdom

literature and art flourished during his period

Sangam literature describes about a number of Chera kings, princes and Court poets

Senguttuvan

also called as Vel Kelu Kuttuvan

son and successor of Nedum Cheralathan

defeated the Kongu people and a warrior called Mogur Mannan.

Ilango Adigal wrote the legendary Tamil epic Silappatikaram during his rule

Later Cheras

formerly known as Kulasekharas were the nominal rulers of the Chera kingdom

Capital was at Mahodayapuram near the present day Kodungalloor, Kerala

Kulashekara Alwar

Founder of second chera dynasty

wrote Perumal Thirumozhi

Bacame a Vaishnavite and renounced his crown

Rama Varma Kulashekara
Last Kulashekara ruler

fought with Kulothunga Cholan



Chola 
Dynasty

Origins

Cholas are also known as the Choda
In Tamil lexicon Chola or Soazhi or Saei denotes a newly formed kingdom

Literary sources

Tamil Sangam literature
Periplus of the Erythraean Sea
Pillars of Ashoka
Mahavamsa

Early Cholas
ruled during Sangam period

Karikala Chola
Won many battles against Cheras and Pandyas
Defeated both Pandyas and Cheras in Battle of Venni
Built Kallanai or Grand Anaicut to divert cauvery river for irrigation

Transition period Kalabhras displaced the existing kingdoms and ruled during the time

Imperial 
Cholas

Vijayalaya Chola
revived the empire
ruled from Tanjavore
Buit Soleswara temple

Aditya Chola I
Son and Successor of Vijayalaya chola
defeated pallavas and annexed Kanchi to the Chola empire
Maintained friendly relations with cheras

Parantaka Chola I
Captured Madurai from Pandyas
assumed the title Maduraikondan
Succeeded by Gandaraditya Chola

Rajaraja Chola I

By the year 1014 AD, he expanded his empire to a great extent
Captured karnataka from Ganga Kings
Conquered Vengi from Chalukyas
he destroyed Anuradhapura(capital of ceylon) and captured half of Sri Lanka
Brihadeeshwarar temple was built by him now an UNESCO heritage site
Built a strong navy

Rajendra Chola

Son and Successor of Rajaraja Chola 1
captured remaining part of Sri Lanka by t018 AD
Defeated Jayasimha II in Battle of Maski
Captured Srivijaya(sumatra) with his Navid army
Parts of Malaysia were also captured
Built Gangaikonda Cholapuram to commemorate leis victory over north India
Gangaikonda cholapuram served as the capital till the end of dynasty
Defeated Mahipala of Pala dynasty
He assumed the title "Gangaikondan"

Rajadhiraja Chola
Son and Successor of Rajendra Chola I
Performed Ashwameda Yajna
defeated and killed by Chalukyas at Battle of Kuppam

Rajendra Chola II
Declared himself as Monarch after Rajadhiraja
defeated the Chalukyas at Battle of Kuppam

Virarajendra Chola
defeated Chalukyas and built a pillar of victory at Tungabhadra
Defeated the chalukya king Someshwara I
Married his dughter to Vikramaditya VI

Adhirajendra Chola Last ruler of Vijayalaya Chola dynasty

Later Cholas

Kulottunga Chola I
led military campaigns in Kalinga
fought battle with Vikramaditya VI

Vikrama Chola recovered vengi from Chalukyas
Kulottunga Chola II Son and successor of Vikrama Chola
Rajaraja Chola II Airavateswarar temple was built during his period

Rajadhiraja Chola II
many civil uprinsings were recorded
conflicts with Pandyas increased gradually

Kulothunga Chola III
Defeated Pandyas, Cheras and Hoysalas
fought with Jatavarman Kulasekaran and sacked Madurai
Sundara pandyan defeated cholas and regained the empire

Rajaraja Chola III
Chola territory reduced drastically
depended upon Hoysalas for survival from Pandyans

Rajendra Chola III
Hoysalas turned hostile
defeated by Pandyas
Chola empire came to an end



Pandya dynasty - 
Geographical 
extent

Extent

Achankovil river in the west to Vaigai river in the east

Pudukkottai in the north to Kannyakumari in the south

Capital

1) Korkai(3rd BC to 1345)

Commercial capital

Center of pearl trade

2) Tenkasi (1345-16th century)

3) Tirunelveli (1345-17th century)

Madurai

Cradle of Tamil Snagam literature

established on banks of river Vaigai

Meenakshi temple was built after Thatathagai alias Meenakshi

Meenakshi is the daughter of Malayadwaja Pandya and his queen Kanchanamala

Megasthenes, Pliny, Strabo and many others have mentioned madurai in their works



Pandya dynasty - 
Important Rulers

Kadungon

Revived the dynasty in 6th century

defeated Kalabras

Rajasimha II

last pandyan king of first pandyan empire

defeated by Parantaka Chola I

Jatavarman Kulasekaran I

captured Madurai from Cholas

defeated by cholas in a short time

Maravarman Sundara Pandyan

brother of Kulasekaran I

invaded Cholas

drove the cholas away from Tanjavur and Uraiyur

revived the dynasty for second Pandyan empire

Jatavarman Sundara Pandyan

Conquered Ceylon

Called as Second Rama for Plundering Srilanka

Fought battles with Kakatiya dynasty



Pandyan dynasty - Architecture, 
Religion and Coinage

Pandyan architecture

Rock cut and structural temples are prominent

Vimana, mandapa and sikhara were built in early temples

Vimanas were developed in the later stage

gopurams were given more importance than Shikharas.

Meenakshi Temple in Madurai and Nellaiappar Temple were built by Pandyas.

Religion

Initially Madurai was a stronghold of Saivism.

Jainism gained a foothold after invasion of Kalabras

Finally Bhakti movements revived Saivism and Vaishnavism

Pandyan coins

Coins of Pandyas bear the legend of different Pandya rulers

issued silver punch marked and die struck copper coins

coins bore the image of a fish(single or in pairs), bow, conch, discus etc..

The coins of Pandyas were basically square.

silver and gold coins were in Sanskrit while the copper coins bore the Tamil legends.



Pandya dynasty- 
Expeditions and 
end of dynasty.

Expeditions

Raids by Malik Kafur

a dispute for Pandyan throne led to invasions by Sultan's forces

Led by Malik Kafur in 1311

Defeated Sundara Pandyan in a battle near Tiruchirapalli

Looted Tiruchirapalli and Tiruvarangam

Siege of Madurai

Malik Kafur managed to breach the wall after weeks of siege

demanded the treasure of Madurai Meenakshi temple from Vira Pandyan

Malik kafur promised to return Sundara Pandyan and safety of the deities in the inner sanctum of the Meenakshi Temple

Expedition by Khilji Sultanate

led by Khusro Khan in 1314

led by Ulugh Khan in 1323

End of the Dynasty.

Sayyid Jalal-ud-Din Ahsan was appointed as Governor by Muhammad bin Tughluq

In 1333. Sayyid declared his independence and created Madurai Sultanate

Vijayanagara Empire conquered Madurai and replaced the Sultanate by Nayak governors in 1378.

Madurai Nayak Dynasty ruled up to mid 18th century until before the arrival of British forces.

Facts

Early pandyan dynasty was established by Koon Pandiyan

First Pandyan dynasty was established by Kadungon

Their flag bears fish symbol

Pandyas were the longest ruling dynasty of Indian history

Pandyan Territory is also called as Pandya Country or "Pandya Nadu"

Pandya kings were called either Jatavarman or Maravarman Pandyan

legendary Malayadwaja Pandya fought with the Pandavas in the Kurukshetra War



Gupta dynasty 
and its Rulers

Establishment

May be of Vaishya origin

Initially Guptas were feudatories of Kushanas

Succeeded Kushanas to establish Gupta empire

Established by Sri Gupta

Rulers

Sri Gupta founder of the empire

Gatotkacha Son and Successor of Sri Gupta

Chandragupta I

Son and Successor of Gatotkacha

Termed as real founder of Gupta empire

Married to Licchavi Princess Kumaradevi

Introduced the Gupta era, starting with his coronation in 320 A.D.

First Gupta king to adopt the title maharajadhiraja.

Samudragupta

Son and successor of Chandragupta 1

Allahabad inscription details about samudragupta
composed by Harisena

engraved on Ashoka's pillar at Allahabad

He performed Ashwamedha Yajna and issued gold coins depicting the sacrificial horse

He is a great musician and poet
titled as Kavi Raja and Vikramanika.

he was depicted in coins playing Veena

He defeated Shakas and Kushanes

Allowed Meghavarna (king of Ceylon) to build monastery at Bodh Gaya

Chandragupta II

Son and Successor of Samudragupta and Dattadevi

Used marriage alliances to extend his power

His daughter Prabhavati was married to Vakataka prince Rudrasena II

He defeated Rudrasena III and annexed his kingdom

Defeated Sakas and annexed the Malwa region

brought direct contact with western sex ports.

Ujjain became the second espital of Gupta ampire.

Issued silver ecins to ounmemorate his victory over Sakas

Kalidas (Sanskrit poet) was a member of his court.

Chinese traveller Fa Hien visited his court
Kumaragupta I

Son and successor of Chandragupta II

had troubles from Hun invasions

issued Ashwamedha type of coins

issued gold and silver coins

Skandagupta

Last great Gupta ruler

repelled the Huna invasions

Quality of coins declined due to continuous wars with Huna invasions

restored and repaired dam on Sudarsana Lake

succeeded by his brother Purugupta



Gupta dynasty- 
Administration

Administration

Kings adopted various titles

King was assisted by a council of ministers

Civil and criminal crimes were demarcated clearly

Territorial divisions

Bhuktis Governed by Uparaka

Vishayas or Bhogas
Sub-division of Bhuktis

Governed by Vishayapati

Gramas
Smallest unit

administered by headinan called Gramapati or Grumadhyaksi

Guilds
Chiefs of Guilds were called Nagarseths

Trading and artisan communities formed guilds

Tax structure

Bali Compulsory offerings

Bhaga 1/6th of produce

Bhoga Gifts

Shulka Customs

Udinanga Social security tax

Klipta tax for selling or purchasing lands

Halivakara Ploughshare tax

Hiranya Gold tax

Kara irregular tax

Trade

Trade contacts were well established with roman empire

Ujjain became a major commercial center

Silk, Pearls, Leather goods, Jewellery, Ivory and spices formed a major part of trade



Gupta dynasty 
- Culture

Society Rigid Caste system was followed

Religion

Hinduism took centre stage

Devotion and meditation was preferred over sacrifice

Bhakti tradition grew rapidly

Worship of female dieties Increased

Science and Technology

Aryabhatta

Aryabhattiya

Arya Siddhanta

Calculated the value of Pi

Calculated the length of a Solar year

Solved problems in Trigonometry

He developed Chakra Yantra, Gola Yantra and Shadow der

Varahamihira Panchasiddhantika Five treatises on Astronomy

Philosophy

Six schools of Hindu philosphy was developed

Nyaya

Vaishesika

Sankhya

Yoga

Mimansa

Vedanta



Gupta Dynasty - Art 
and Architecture

Temple Architecture

Free standing temples were built extensively

Temples were built with Square shaped Sanctum sanctorum

Porches were pillared with multiple pillars

Shikaras were built in many temples

Temple styles

1) Nagara Style

2) Dravida style

3) Panchayatan style Dusavatara temple at DeogarhTermed as Golden age of India

Paintings

Ajanta cave paintings

Nagaraja and Nagini

Mahaparinirvana Buddha

Mural paintings

Cave architecture

Ajanta caves

5 Chaitya viharas

31 Rockeut cave monuments

Wall paintings found extensively

Caves after post gupta period were built by Vakataka kings.

Sculpture Mathura school of art was followed



Gupta dynasty 
Inscriptions

Inscriptions

Prayag prassasti

Allahabad pillar inscription of Samudragupta

Inscribed by Harisena

Garuda pillar

Mehrauli pillar inscription

Describes about Chandragupta II

Mandsaur Inscription

describes about Vattasbhatta

mentions about the guild of Silk weavers

Indore copper plate inscription mention about the Guild of Oil merchants

Erran Inscription Mentions about Samudragupta

Nalanda Inscription

Gaya inscriptions

Copperplate inscriptions

Details about Samudragupta

Udayagiri cave inscription

Kumaragupta

Chandragupta II

Junagarh inscriptions

Rock inscription

Skandagupta



Gupta Dynasty 
- Literature

Navratnas of Chandragupta Maurya II

Amarasimha
Sanskrit lexicographer

written Amarakoshs
Also called Trikanda

consists of vocabulary on Sanskrit
Dhanvantri a renowned physician

Harisena Composed Prayag Prasasti or Allahabad pillar inscription

Kalidasa Poet

Kahapanka Astrologer

Sanku Skilled Architect

Varahamihira works

Panchariddhantika

Brihat Samhita

Brihat Jataka
Vararuchi

Sanskrit scholar

wrote Prakrit prakasha First grammar of Prakrit language

Important works

Important works
Yajnavalkyasmriti regarded as official lawbook of Guptas

Naradsmriti

Kalidasa

Malavikagnimitram Story of maid falling in love with Aga mitra

Abhijnanasakuntala
m

Story of Dushyanta and Shakuntala

Vikramorvasiyam Love story of Puruvas and Urvashi

Raghuvamsa narration on genealogy of Raghu vamsa

Kumarasambhava Story on Lord Karthikeys

Ritusamhara
poems on feelings and emotions of lovers in six seasons

his earliest work
Megadhuta

Sanskrit literature was dominant

Ramayana and Mahabharata took their final shape

Bharavi Kiratarjunya Shiva speaking to Arjuna

Bhatti Bhattikavya

Magha Sisupalavadha

Sudraka Mrichhakatika Story between Charudatta and Vasantasena

Vishakadutta Mudraraksasa Devichandraguptam

Dandin
Dasakumaracharita

Kavyadarshana

Bhatrihari
Vakyapadiya

Satakatraya

Vatsyayana
Nyaya sutra Bhashya

Kamasutra



Pallava 
Dynasty

Origins Theories

Branch of Pahalavas from North India

Feudatories of Satavahanas

a lineage of Chola and Naga rulers

Rulers

Sivaskanda Varman First pallava to be recorded

Simhavarman

Also called as Simhavishnu

ascended the throne in 570 AD

expanded the territory beyond Kanchipuram

also controlled parts of western Chalukya kingdom and Kalinga

Mahendravarman I

Son and successor of Simhavishnu

Fought battle with Pulikesi II

Built cave temples at Pallavaram

Narasimhavarman I

Son and Successor of Mahendravarman I

defeated Pulikesin II

aasumed the title Vatapikonda

Huen Tsang visited his court

Nripatunga defeated Pandya king Shrimara



Harsha Kingdom

Establishment

Harsha ascended the Pushyabhuti throne after the death of his brother Rajyavardhana in A.D. 6c

Harsha is also called as Harshavardhana or Siladitya.

Poets Banabhatta Harshacharita - life of Harsha

Pilgrim Hiuen-Tsang wrote in great detail about Harsha and his rule



Indo-Greek Rule

Facts

Indo-greeks were called as "Yavanas" in India

Greek coins were the first coins to carry the portraits of kings and their names.

Greeks were also the first rulers to issue gold coins.

Antiochus II

Governor of Bactria

Defeated the king Subhagsena of Kabul

Demetrius I

led the first major Indo-Greek expansion

He made modern day Sialkot as his capital

His coins were written in Greek and Prakrit

Menander

Ruled Gandhara and parts of Afghanistan

He ruled from Sialkot

His territory extended from Afghanistan to Uttar Pradesh in east and Gujarat in the west.

Converted to Buddhism by Buddhist monk Nagasena Milindapaho is a dialogue between Menander and Nagasena

His coins are engraved with Dharmachakra

He issued silver and Gold coins



Indo-Parthian Kingdom

Basics

Other name: Pahlavas

They belong to Iranian tribes

Also called as Gondophares Dynasty

Only a small glimpse of this kingdom is available from their coins and inscription

Rulers Gondophares

First ruler of this Kingdom

lost his empire to Kushanas

succeeded by Spalirises



Kushan Empire

Origin

They were a nomadic tribe called Yueh-chi from north-western border of China

Yueh-chi were divided into two groups
Little Yuch-chi in Tibet

Great Yuch-chi in India

Yueh-chi settled in India after defeating Sakas

After settling and becoming an agricultural community, the Great Yueh-chi tribe got divided into five branches.

Rulers

Kujula Kadphises

Defeated the Greeks to establish the kingdom

Other names: Kadphises I, Dharmathida and Sachadharinathida

Religion: Buddhist

He occupied Kabul and Kashmir

Vima Takto Son of Kujula Kadphises

Vima Kadphises

Son of Vima Takto

First to issue large number of Gold coins and copper coins Famous coin-Siva holding a trident and bull

Religion: Adopted Shaiviam

Expanded the silk route trade

Kanishka I

Son of Vima Kadphises

He ruled from Purushpura (Peshawar)

Regional capitals

Taxila

Begram

Mathura

He is the founder of Saka Era AD 28

He patronized Buddhism and Convened the 4th Buddhist council Buddhism divided into two broad sects -Hinayana and the Mahayana

Important court Scholars of Kanishka

Vasumitra

Ashvagesa first dramatist to use Sanskrit in his plays

Nagarjuna

Charaka written Charaka Samhita

Parsva
Vasishka

Succeeded Kanishka 1

Also called as Kaisar

Kushan Art

1) Mathura School of Art

Sitting and standing statues of Buddha

Spotted red sand stone was used in this school

Statues of Yaksa and Yaksi

2) Gandhara school of art

Influenced by Greek arts

Anatomical accuracy and Spatial depth are its special features

Grey Sand stone was used in Gandhara schools.

3) Amaravathi School of Art White marbles were used in this school



Sakas or scythians

Establishment

They destroyed the Indo-Greek rule in north-western India to form their empire

Sakas or Scythians were nomadic tribes from central Asia

Recorded as Horse riding Iranian Pastoralists

Five branches of Sakas

Afghanistan

Punjab Capital: Taxila

Mathura

western India

Deccan

Rulers

Rudradaman I (AD 130-150)

repaired the Sudarsana lake in Kathiawar.

he issued the first-ever long inscription of chaste Sanskrit.

Junagarh rock inscription of Rudradaman

reigned over Gujarat, Sindh, Saurashtra, Malwa and parts of Rajastha

Maues

Ruled Gandhara from Sirkap

Issued copper and silver coins

His coins bear the images of Indian Deities

He used Greek and Kharosthi Script

Azes Put an end to Greek rule

Azes II

Last Saka ruler

Defeated by Kushanas



Satavahana 
Dynasty

Establishment

established in 1st Century AD

established at Andhra Pradesh

Also called as Satkarnis and Andhras

Major Centres
Nagarjuna

Amaravathi

Rulers

Simuka

Founder of the Dynasty

he conquered western Malwa, Vidarbha and Anupa

defeated Shungas

assassinated by Kanha

Kanha
Succeded simuka

expanded the dynasty towards south

Satkarni I

Also called as Sri Satkarni

Son of Simuka

Mentioned as lord of Dakshinapada

successor of Kanha

Satkarni II
Longest ruler of Satavahana empire

he fought battles with Kharavela

Gautamiputra Satkarni

Defeated Sakas, Yavanas and Pahlavas to regain the power of Satavahanas

Satakarni is the first king bearing matronym "Gautamiputra"

Issued large number of his silver coins

Nasik inscriptions(by Queen-mother, Gautami Balasri) describes his achievemen

Pulumayi II

Son of Gautamiputra Satkarni

Other name: Vasisthiputra Sri Pulumavi

married the daughter of Saka ruler Rudradaman.

extended his empire till Bellary in Karnataka

Rudradaman defeated him twice in Battles

Pulumayi IV Last Satavahana ruler



Satavahana dynasty - Administration

1) Janapadas

2) Aharas

Sub-division of Janapada

Headed by Amatya

3) Gramas

Sub-division of Aharas

Headed by Gramika

Rural areas Headed by gaulmika head of military regiment

three grades of feudatories

Rajas had the right to strike coins

Mahabhojas

Senapati Senapatis were appointed as provincial governor



Satavahana dynasty - Architaecture, 
Numismatics and Inscriptions.

Architecture

Chaityas

large hall with a number of columns

e.g. Karle Chaitya

Viharas

monasteries

featured with a central hall entered by a doorway from a verandah in front

Amaravathi stupa was built by Satavahanas depicts various scenes from life of the Bud

Numismatics

lead, silver and copper alloys were used to make coins

first coins to have Bilingual legends

first to issue coins with King's portraits

Prakrit, Telugu and Kannada were used

Inscriptions

Nanaghat Inscription mentions about wife of Satkarni I

Cave inscriptions of Nasik

mentions about Gautamiputra Satkarni

Inscriptions of Pulumayi II

Karle cave inscription about Vashishtiputra Pulumayi II



Shunga 
Dynasty

Establishment

Founded by Pushyamitra Shunga

Capital

1) Pataliputra

2) Vidisha: later period

Major cities

Ujjain

Mathura

Saket

Sanchi

Kapilavastu

Rulers

Pushyamitra Shunga

Founder of the dynasty

He was a viceroy under Mauryan empire

He conquested vidarbha

He also spoiled an attack from Kharavela

Agnimitra

Son of Pushyamitra shunga

The story Malavikagnimitram written by Kalidasa revolves around him

Vidharba became independent during his period

Vasumitra

Son of Agnimitra

Succeeded the throne after Agnimitra

Devabhuti

Last Shunga ruler

Assasinated by Vasudeva Kanva



Delhi Sultanate

Establishment

Origin
Turkish

Afghan

Established their rule in India after defeating the Rajputs in northern India

Five sultan dynasties ruled India from 1206 AD till 1526 AD

1. Mamluks (1206 AD-1290 AD)

2. Khaljis (1290 AD-1320 AD)

3. Tughlaqs (1320 AD-1412 AD)

4. Sayyids(1412 AD-1451 AD)

5. Lodis (1451 AD-1526 AD)

1. Mamluks (1206 AD-1290 AD)

Qutbuddin Aibak began the period of Mamluk Sultans or the slave dynasty

"Mamluks" - imported Turkish slaves used for military service

Rulers

Qutbuddin Aibak (1206 AD-1210 AD)

Turkish slave who rose to a high rank in Muhammad Ghori's army.

Founder of Delhi Sultanate

First independent Muslim ruler of Northern India

He was titled as "Lakh Baksh" for his generosity

Conquests
1. Defeated Tajuddin Yaldauz(ruler of Ghazni) and occupied Ghazni.

2. Defeated Harishchandra(successor of Jaichand) and re-conquered both Badayun and Farukhabad.

Aibak fell from his horse while playing chaugan(Polo) and succumbed to the injuries in 1210 AD

Iltutmish (1210 AD-1236 AD)

Other name Shamsuddin

Ascension

Iltutmish was the governor of Badayun and son-in-law of Qutbuddin Aibak

Turkish amirs opposed the ascension of Aram Shah(son of Aibak) to the throne in Lahore.

Iltutmish ascended the throne after defeating Aram Shah and became the Sultan.

Conquests

1. defeated Yaldauz in 1215 AD in the battle of Tarain

2. in 1217 AD he drove away Qabacha from Punjab

3. in 1226 AD he sent a large army under his son Nasiruddin Mahmud and defeated Iwaz Khan to regain Bengal and Bihar

4. He captured Ranthambore (Rajput chief) 1226 AD and established his authority over Mandor, Jalore, and Gwalior

Organised his trusted nobles into a group of forty known as Turkan-i-Chahalgani

to advise and help Sultan in administering the Sultanate

the group assumed more powers and even intervened in the selection of 
Sultans

the group was abolished by Balban
He consolidated the Turkish Sultanate in Delhi

He introduced two coins
Tanka Silver coins

Jittal Copper coins

Introduced Iqta system

to secure the financial and administrative control over North India

Iqta grant of land in lieu of cash salaries to his Turkish officers.

Recipients of Iqta are called as iqtadars

Land revenue collected from the territories was used to maintain the army, enforce law and order and meet their own expenses

Raziya (1236 AD-1240 AD)

Ascension

Iltutmish chose his daughter Raziya as his successor.

Ruknuddin Firoz ascended the throne with the help of army leaders.

Raziya ascended the throne with the support of the people of Delhi and some military leaders.

She was defeated and 
killed by nobles for

not obeying the Turkish amirs.

creating a counter nobility of non-Turks

recruitment of non-Turks to important posts

Nasiruddin Mahmud (1246 AD-1266 AD)

He is the grandson of Iltutmish.

Ulugh Khan placed Nasiruddin on throne and married his daughter to Nasiruddin.

Ulugh Khan also known as Balban assumed himself as Naib(deputy).

Nasiruddin Mahmud died in 1265 AD and Balban ascended the throne.

Balban (1266 AD-1287 AD)

Ulugh Khan(Balban) usurped all power to himself and ascended the throne in 1266 AD

Balban ruled in an autocratic manner to elevate himself to the position of Sultan

He killed many Mewats and destroyed Rajput strongholds around Badayun

Balban did not share the power, even with his own family.

He organised a strong centralized army, both to deal with internal disturbances and to repel the Mongols in Punjab

He re-organised the military department(diwan-i-arz) and deployed army in different parts of the country.

He introduced kingship and redefined the relations between the Sultan and nobility

His grandson Kaiquabad succeeded the throne after his death in 1287 AD

In 1290 AD Firoz murdered the Kaimurs and seized the throne to establish the Khalji dynasty.



Delhi 
sultanat
e: khilji 
dynasty

Rulers

Jalauddin Khalji (1290 AD - 1296 AD)

Founder of the Khalji dynasty

He brought an end to the slave dynasty and ascended the throne under the title of Jalaluddin Khalji

First ruler to clearly put forward the view that the state should be ruled on the willing support of the governed

Jalaluddin

tried to win the goodwill of the nobility by a policy of tolerance.

avoided harsh punishments and instead rewarded them to win their support

many people considered him to be a weak sultan.

Alauddin Khalji (1296 AD – 1316 AD)

Jalaluddin's nephew and son-in-law

Ascension

He was appointed as Amir-i-Tuzuk (Master of Ceremonies).

He was appointed as Arizi-i-Mumalik (Minister of War) and he led the first Turkish expedition to southern India to plunder Devagiri

In 1296 AD, he murdered Jalaluddin Khalji and became Saltan

Alauddin revived the Balban's policies of ruthless govemance.

To prevent rebellions, Alauddin

a. imposed land tax on excess land holdings

b. reorganized the spy system

c. prohibited liquor and intoxicants

d. ordered not to have social gatherings or inter-marriages without his permission

Conquests of the North

1. Captured Gujarat in 1290 AD by sending an army under two of his noted generals Ulugh Khan and Nusarat Khan temple of Soranath was looted

2. Defeated Hamirdeva ruler of Ranthambore) in a battle to capture the fort of Rajasthan in Ranthambore Nusrat Khan lost his life in the battle

3. In 1305 AD, Alauddin Khalji captured Malwa with his army led by Ain-ul-Mulk.

4. He also captured Jalore, Ujjain, Rajputana, Dhar and Chanderi

Conquests of the South

Campaigns of Alauddin
In 1307 AD Alauddin captared Baglana in Deccan from Rai Karan.

Alauddin defeated Rai Ramachandra, the ruler of Deogir and married one of his daughters. Rai karan was given a district of Gujarat

Campaigns of Malik Kafur

First expedition:
In 1309 AD Malik kafur sieged Pratab Rodradeve of Warangal in Telengana

Made Rai agree to part with his treasures and pay tribute to Sultan.

Second expedition

Dwar Sarrudra Ruler of Dwar Samodra, Vir Ballala III agreed to pay tribute to Sultan without any resistance.

Mahar (Pandya Kingdom)
direct decisive battle could not take place

Kafur plundered the wealthy temples of Chidambaram and Madurai

Sultan honoured Malik Kafur by appointing him Naib Malik of the empire.

Alauddin maintained a standing army to
succeed in his conquests

protect the country from Mongol lnvasion

Market Regulations lowered and fixed the price of essential commodities

set up three different markets

Grain market (Mandi)

Cloth market (Sarai Adl)

Market for cattle, slaves etc...

Appointed

Shahna-i-Mandi-Superintendent assisted by an intelligence officer

Barid-Intelligence officer to receive daily reports of the market

Munhiyans-Secret spies

Decline of Khalji

After the death of Alauddin in 1316 AD, Malik Kafur sat on the throne

Within few days, Malik kafur was deposed by Qutbuddin Mubarak Shah

Qutbuddin Mubarak Shah was soon murdered and Khusrau ascended the throne

Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq defeated and killed Khusrau in a battle which led to the birth of Tughlaq dynasty



Delhi sultanate: 
Sayyid and Lodhi 
dynasty

Sayyid 
dynasty

Establishment
Timur defeated the army of Delhi in 1398 and appointed Khizr Khan as the ruler of Multan.

Khizr Khan defeated Sultan Daulat Khan and occupied Delhi thus laying the foundation for Sayyid dynasty.

Rulers

Khizr Khan

Founder of Sayyid dynasty

He assumed the title as Rayati-Aln

Most competent ruler of the Sayyid dynasty

Mubarak Shah (1412 AD-1434 AD) tried to control rebellious regions but failed due to the conspiracy of the nobles.

Muhammad Shah (1434 AD-1445 AD) tried to control rebellious regions but failed due to the conspiracy of the nobles.

Alam Shah 1445 AID

End of Sayyid 
dynasty

Alam Shab became the Sultan but proved to be a totally incompetent Sultan.

Alam Shah's Wazir Hamid Khan invited Bhalol Lodi to take charge of the army.

Lodi 
dynasty

Establishment
Bahlol Lodi took charge of the army and became the Sultan.

Lodi dynasty whose rulers were Afghans were the last ruling family of the Sultanate period and the first to be headed by the Afghans.

Rulers

Bahlol Lodi

He was the general of the army

He did not sit on the throne nor did he insist on his nobles standing in his court

Conquests

He successfully suppressed the revolts in Mewat and Doab

In 1476 AD he defeated the Sultan of Jaunpur and annexed it to Delhi Sultanate.

He brought the rulers of Kalpi and Dholpur under the Suzerainty of Delhi

Sikandar Lodi 
(1489 AD-1517 AD)

Sikandar Lodi ascended the throne, after the death of Bahlol Lodi

Intolerance towards non-muslims re-Imposed Jeziya on non-musliras

He believed in the superior position of the Sultan against the nobles

He re-annexed Bihar, Dholpur, Narwar and some parts of the kingdom of Gwalior and Nagee to the Delhi Sultanase

Ibrahim Lodi 
1517 AD

Ascended the throne of Sikandar Lodi

Murdered his brother Jalal Khan

End of Lodi dynasty

Bihar declared its independence.

Daulat Khan the governor of Punjab rebelled and sent an invitation to Babur at Kabul to invade India.

Babur defeated Sultan Ibrahim Lodi in 1526 AD in the battle at Panipat.



Delhi sultanate 
Tughlaq dynasty

Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq

He is the founder of the Tughlaq dynasty

Ghazi Malik ascended the throne as Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq in 1320 AD

Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq died in AD 1325

He was succeeded by his son Muhammad bin Tughlaq

Muhammad bin Tughlaq

Tughlaqs annexed the Deccan region

Muhammad bin Tughlaq conquered the frontier region from Lahore to Kalanur including Peshawar.

Transfer of capital

Muhammad Tughlaq decided to transfer his capital from Delhi to Deogir and renamed it as Daultabad

Only the upper classes consisting of shaikhs, nobles, ulema were shifted to Daultabad

No proper plan was made to shift the entire population.

He built a road from Delhi to Deogir and set up rest houses for the journey

He wanted to control the northern region from this place but the whole scheme was given up.

Muhammad decided to abandon Daultabad
due to growing discontent among the people of the nortis

since it is difficult to control north from the south

Agriculture
He started a new department for the development of Agriculture called Diwan-i Kohi

Financial support was given for seeds and crop failures.

Token Currency

introduced a copper coin (Jittal) in place of silver coin (Tanka) and ordered that it should be accepted as equivalent to the Tanka

Token currency was issued, due to
shortage of silver and

empty of treasury by Sultan's schemes of conquest

People began to mint token currency in their houses which led to the withdrawal of the token currency.

Firuz Tughlaq
Succeeded Muhammad bin Tughlaq

He maintained the sultanate with great efforts

Decline of Tughlaqs

Political control of Delhi was gradually weakened under the rule of Firuz's successors.

By the end of Tughlaq rule (1412 AD) the Sultanate was confined to a small territory in north India

Many regions disintegrated from the sultanate

Gujarat, Malwa, Bengal and Orissa became completely autonomous.

In UP and Bihar a new independent kingdom of Sharqis emerged.

In the Deccan and South Vijayanagar empire and Bahmani kingdom became political powers.

Punjab came under independent nobles.



Arab invasions

Muhammad Bin Qasim

a general of the Umayyad caliphate

invaded the sindh region

Cause of invasion
To avenge King Dahir fer refusing to punish the pirates of Debol who plundered the Arsh ships

also the wealth of India

defeated Dahir and captured the Sindh region

Within two years of his rule, he conquered the major portion of Sind upto the lower Punjab.

Mahmud Ghazni 

Son of Sabuktigin, the founder of Ghazni dynasty and Turkish slave commander.

He invaded India 17 times between 1000 ADand 1026 AD

He invaded India only to loot the wealth of India to consolidate his vast rule in Central Asia

Invasions

1. Fought with Juipal Hindushai ruleriin 1001 AD

2. He defeated Multans and brought Punjah under Charnavide

3. Looted the temples of Nagarkot. Thanesar, Mathura and Kanau

Shahabuddin Muhammad

Other names
Muhammad Ghori

Muhammad of Ghor

ascended the throne of Ghazni in 1173 AD 

Strong Khwarizmi Empire in Central Asia put an end to his expansion and forced Ghori to turn towards India.

Muhammad Ghori's campaigns resulted in the permanent establishment of the Turkish Sultanate

Conquests

1. First expedition: Defeated Multan

2. Battle of Anhilwara got defeated by Ghima II, the Chaluky a ruler of Gujarat

3. Campaign against Ghaznavids Conquered Peshawar in 1180 AD and Lahore in 1186 AD

4. Battle of Tarain

First Battle of Tarain(1191 AD)

conflict with the Rajput ruler Prithivaraj Chauhan for Bhatinds

first battle was fought at Tarain

Ghori's army was defeated

Second Battle of Tarain (1192 AD)

Both forces met again at the Battle of Tarain

Prithviraj was defeated and captured near Sarsuti

Turkish army captured the fortresses of Hansi, Sarsuti and Samana

5. Battle of Chandwar
Defeated Jai Chand at Chandwar near Kanau.

laid the foundations of Turkish rule in Northern India

He died in 1206 AD, leaving India in the hands of his trusted slave general Qutbuddin Aibak.


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55
	Slide 56
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59
	Slide 60
	Slide 61
	Slide 62
	Slide 63
	Slide 64
	Slide 65
	Slide 66
	Slide 67
	Slide 68
	Slide 69
	Slide 70
	Slide 71
	Slide 72
	Slide 73
	Slide 74
	Slide 75
	Slide 76
	Slide 77

