Chalcolithic age
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Chalco - copper and lithic - stone

First metal age, copper and its alloy bronze were used

In south India the Chalcolithic phase is called Neolithic-Chalcolithic phase

Basics —
—{  Marked the transition from stone age to metal age.
—  Both farming and hunting was prevalent
—  Nucleated settlements
—  Beginning of social inequalities.
Society — People did not know writing

Chalcolithic age

Fish and meat formed the staple diet

Cotton was produced in Deccan

People knew spinning and weaving

]

Developed in the regions of central India and Deccan

—  First village system in India

—  Chalcolithic people did not use bricks

Settlements

No burnt bricks were used

|
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—  Walls were constructed out of mud or mud and wattle.

—  Houses were either circular or rectangular in shape.

—  Inamgaon yielded a evidence of circular pit house.
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Chalcolithic age- Culture

- | Fortified settlements were found in Balathal

-~ [ Pottery | Red painted buff-ware

r | 1. Kayatha culture (2000-1800 BC)- Madhya Pradesh { \ Red-slipped ware painted with designs in chocolate colour

\ Combed ware bearing incised patterns

[ Pottery: Black and Red ware with white designs

\ Chalcolithic cultures - | 3. Malwa culture (1700-1200 BC)-MP, Maharashtra
- | 4.Savalda culture (2300-2000B.C.)

\ Pottery: Thick buff surface with designs in red or black

{ \ Major settlements: Narmada valley, Navdatoli and Nagada

| Wheat and barley were grown here

Pottery: Painted black-on-red with matt surface

. \ Jorwe is a village situated on the Pravara river. -
- | 5.Jorwe culture (1400-700 BC) - Nasik. -|:

| Settlements became stable and widespread
- | 6.Prabhas culture (2000-1400B.C.) ~ | Lustrous Red Ware
L | 7.Rangpur culture (1700-1400 B.C.)-Gujarat —~ | Lustrous Red Ware

First to use painted pottery
Wheel made fine pottery is the specialty of the Chalcolithic culture

Floral, vegetal, anima, bird and fish motifs were used in the decorations.
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\ Pottery [ Pottery were given with fine slip of red, orange or russet colour
|
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Black and Red ware made its first appearance in the Chalcolithic sites

Beads of semiprecious stones like chalcedony, jasper, agate, carnelian, etc. were used

Ornaments -[ :

- | Copper smelting was known

Copper beads, bangles and anklets were common

- Microlithic tools on siliceous material were very common
Implements
- People were unaware of Bronze
L | Stone grinders, millers and hammers were used for processing food.
Regions: Ahar, Gilund, Nagada, Navdatoli, Eran, Prabhas, Rangpur, Prakash, Daimabad and Inamgaon
Ahar-copper tools

Jorwe-Pottery
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| Trade | Tekkalkotta-gold and ivory
\
\

Rajpipla-Semi-precious stones

[ Worship of mother goddess and bull
‘ Religious practices { [ Fertility cult was practiced

[ Female figurines of clay, either, bucked or unbaked, have been reported from Inamgavn and Nevasa

| Chalcolithic settlements flourished in the black cotton soil zone.
{ | Cultivated both kharif and rabi crops in rotation

[ Cereals such as barley and wheat were grown
[ Grown pulses such as the lentil, black gram, green gram, and grass pea

— - Crops
griculture
L \ Reared buffalo goat, sheep and pig for food.

- Neither plough nor hoe has been attested to at Chalcolithic sites
L | Perforated stone discs and digging sticks were found

r | Chalcolithic people believed in life after death.

- Dead used to be buried in their respective habitations
- | Buried in North to South position in Maharashtra

- | Fractional burials were found at West Bengal
- | Buried in East to West position in South India

Burials

- Feet used to be chopped off probably to prevent the dead from returning to this world

- Infants and small children used to be buried in puts arranged ‘mouth to mouth

L | Five urns with pierced bottoms were used at Daimabad.
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Chalcolithic Sites

Stone axes and Blades were absent

Ahar

South-eastern Rajasthan

Copper tolls were abundant

Gilund

Chirand

Eastern India.

Burdwan district

Western Madhya Pradesh —

Western Maharashtra

Midnapore district Fish hooks
— Malwa spindle whorls have been discovered
29 copper bangles and two unique axes
—  Kayatha
necklaces of semi-precious stones such as steatite and carnelian bead
— Eran
—  Jorwe Flat, rectangular copper axes
— Nevasa
— Daimabad
Chandoli copper chisels
] PP
Evidence of Rive
— Inamgaon
Figure of Mother goddess
- Nasik
—  Navdatoli




