
Neolithic or 
New stone age

Basics

'neo' new and 'lithic' stone.

Coined by John Lubbock

Neolithic settlements in the India are not older than 6000 В.С.

Neolithic settlements in India were first developed in the west of the Indus.

Society

Cultivation of plants and the domestication of animals began.

Led to settled life and growth of village settlements.

Crops such as wheat, barley, rice, millet, lentils were cultivated

Hunted wild animals such as boar, nilgai, gazelles, etc.

Domesticated animals include sheep, goat, cattle, etc.

Settlements

Houses were circular in shape built on a series of bamboo posts with a conical roof

Houses were subdivided into four or more internal compartments

In Kashmir valley, the Neolithic people of phase-I lived in circular, oval, rectangular or square pits

Walls were of wattle and split bamboo screen plastered with mud

Houses had a hearth in a corner, sometimes only two stones juxtaposed

Nagarjunakonda and Paiyampalli(North Arcot district have yielded evidence of dwelling pits
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Neolithic 
Revolution

Neolithic Revolution

Sharp and polished neolithic tools made way for cultivation

Wild animals were domesticated

Evolution of settled communities

Storage of grains due to surplus production

Tools

Ground and Polished

Smooth surfaced with symmetrical shapes.

axes, adzes, shoe-lost Celts, long weeding hoes, picks with single or double working ends, chisels, axe-cum hammer

Made of diorite, basalt, slate, chlorite, schist, shale, gneiss, sand stone and quartzite.

Regions of Neolithic agriculture

(i) Indus system

(ii) Ganga valley

(iii) Western India and the northern Deccan

(iv) Southern Deccan.

Neolithic Revolution



Neolithic Age-Pottery, 
Arts, Ornaments and 
Burials

Pottery

Burnished grey ware is the specialty of the Neolithic period.

Usage of pottery increased to a great extent

Pottery was initially hand made but later turned on wheel and fired in large kilns.

Arts

At Burzahom a stone slab is engraved with a hunting scene

It shows a stag or deer being hunted from the front with a bow and arrow and a spear from the rear.

Ornaments

Beads of shell, steatite, terra cotta and siliceous stones and copper and gold were used

Copper bangles from Brahmagiri and spiral ring from Narsipur are the few metal ornaments found in the Neolithic sites.

Burials

Neolithic people buried their dead nearby their habitation

dead are usually buried accompanied by pottery and ornaments, stone tools and even headrest

Infants were buried in the urns, usually in the houses.

At Burzahom in the Kashmir valley, the dead used to be buried in oval-shaped pits dug usually into the house floors.

Along with the human bones, the bones of dog and goat, which were perhaps sacrificed were also found.

interesting feature of the Kashmir Neolithic sites is the Animal burials.

Fragmentary burials of five wild dogs and antlers of barasinga were found.
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