
Mesolithic or Middle stone age

Basics

'meso' middle and 'lithic' stone.

Middle stone age in India is termed as Late Stone Age, Mesolithic or Microlithic period.

Mesolithic age in India started about 8000 B C. and continued up to about 4000 B C.

Transitional phase between the Palaeolithic and the Neolithic Ages

Warmer climate resulted in increased flora and fauna

Geographical Distribution

Langhnaj (District Mehsana) in Gujarat

Bhimbetka (near Bhopal) in Madhya Pradesh

Chopani Mando (near Allahabad in Belan Valley) in Uttar Prades

Birbhanpur (District Burdwan) in West Bengal

Bagor in Rajasthan

Sanganakallu in Karnataka

Tuticorin in southern Tamil Nadu

Settlements

People lived in huts with paved floors and wind screens

Huts were roughly circular or oval

People at Bhimbetka made floors with flat stone slabs.
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Mesolithic age-
Tools, Pottery and 
Arts.

Microlithic Tools

Made of chipped and flaked stones

Length of tools varied from 1 to 8 cm

Tools include blades, points, lunates, trapezes, scrapers, arrowheads, geometric and non-geometric tools.

Tools were capable of being used as combination tools by hafting them in curved wood or bone

Pottery

reported from a number of excavated sites like Langhanj, Bagor(largest Mesolithic site in India), Nagarjunakonda, Chopani Mando

Pottery was wholly hand-made and usually coarse grained with incised and impressed designs rarely.

Arts Painted rock-shelters

1. Mirzapur district of UP

2. Bhimbetka near Hoshangabad, Adamgarh, Lakha Juar in MP

3. Murhana Paharin in Uttar Pradesh

4. Kupagallu in Karnataka

paintings deal primarily with animals which are shown standing, moving, running, grazing, etc.

paintings are generally executed in red ochre but sometimes bluish green, yellow or white colour also have been used.

humans are depicted in activities, such as dancing, running, hunting, playing games and engaged in battle,

rhinoceros hunt is depicted in the caves of Adamgarh
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Mesolithic age - Society, 
Recreational activities 
and Burials

Society

people began to have fixed settlements

people were essentially hunters, food-gatherers and fishermen

domesticated varieties of animals like cattle, sheep and goat

hunted smaller animals with bows and Spears

depended on vegetables or plants for food rather than animal meat.

Recreational activities

paintings at Bhimbetka

dances of ritual significance.

musical instruments such as blowpipes and horns were used

Burials

rock-painting of a family mourning the death of a child at Bhimbetka

At Langhanj human skeletons were associated with quartzite pebbles

four types of burials

1. Extended burial

2. Flexed (folded) burial

3. Fractional (secondary burial)

4. Double Burials

Multiple burials were witnessed at Sarai Nihar Rai and Mahadaha

Mesolithic people interred objects like microliths, animal bones and 
beads along with the dead
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