
Palaeolithic or Old Stone Age

Paleolithic age - 'Palaeo' old and 'lithic' stone

"Palaeolithic" was coined by sir John Lubbock in 1865

People were mostly hunters and 
gatherers.

Belongs to Pleistocene period

Period when most of the earth surface was covered with ice

Humans were absent in colder regions but could thrive in tropical region

Sub-divisions

Lower Palaeolithic

Middle Palaeolithic

Upper Palaeolithic

Palaeolithic or Old Stone Age



Lower Palaeolithic Age

50,000-100,000 BC

No human remains were found during this period.

Covers the greater part of the Ice Age.

Tools
Quartzite pebble tools and flakes

Hand axes

To cut trees

Butt end is broader and the working edge is narrow

Cleavers

To split objects

A tool with a heavy, broad bifaced edge

Choppers Made by chipping the sides of the stones.

represents a Pre-hand-axe industry

Sites

Siwalik range

Soan valley in Punjab, now in Pakistan

Caves

Rock shelters
Belan valley in Mirzapur district in UP

Pahalgam in Kashmir

Belan valley in Allahabad

Bhimbetka and Adamgarh in Madhya Pradesh

16 R and Singi Talav in Rajasthan

Nevasa in Maharashtra

Hunsgi in Karnataka

Attirampakkam in Tamil Nadu

Lower Palaeolithic Age



Middle Palaeolithic Age

Period: 100,000 - 40,000 BC

Sites

Soan valley Crude pebble industry during himalayan glaciation

Rohri hills Tools and weapons

Narmada 
valley

Samnapur

Tungabadra

Bhimbetka

Nevasa

Flake tools

Made of Chert

a piece of hard stone made by chipping the edges

Tool types

small and medium-sized hand axes and cleavers

Scrapers

Borers large borers or awls

Blade-like tools

Middle Palaeolithic Age



Upper Palaeolithic Age

Period: 40,000-10,000 BC

Significance
marks the appearance of new flint industries.

modern human beings (Homo sapiens) first appeared in the upper Palaeolithic ag

Sites

Bimbhetka(MP)

Earliest rock cut paintings

Andhra Pradesh

Karnataka

Maharashtra

Chotanagpur Plateau

Gujarat

Climate

Less humid

belongs to end period of Ice age

Climate became comparatively warm

Increase in flora and Fauna

Tools

Blades
Parallel-sided blades from a prepared core

blade tools are comparatively large

Burins
A chiseled stone with a sharp point

Used for engraving on rocks and bones

Scrapers
flint implement with a sharpened edge

used for scraping material such as hide or wood.

Leather, wood, and bone were also used

Bones were also used to make needles, fishing tools, harpoons, blades and burin tools

Upper Palaeolithic Age



Palaeolithic Culture

Soan culture

Soan is a tributary of river Indus

Regions

sub-Himalayan region in Punjab and Himachal Pradesh.

Sirsa valley in Punjab and Beas- Banganga valley in Himachal Pradesh

Three stages

Pre-Sohan

Late-Sohan

Early-Sohan

Sohan complex is also called Chopper chopping complex.

use of pebble tools was dominant.

Two divisions of tools.

chopper tools

unifacial tools having a round, semi-oval or almost straight cutting edge

formed by removal of flakes from the upper surface.

chopping tools

bi-facial tool, worked on both the faces.

produced by alternate flaking

Acheulian culture Acheulian Tool types

hand-axes

cleavers

retouched flakes

scrapers

tools are characterized by distinctive oval and pear-shaped "hand-axes"

Materials such as flint, chalcedony, quartzite, andesite, sandstone, chert, and shale were used

Tools made in the Achenlian culture are advanced than tools in Soanian culture.

Attirampakkam at Chennai in Tamil Nadu is the oldest Acheulian site in India(1.51 mya)

Palaeolithic Culture


