
Sources of 
Ancient Indian 
history

1. Literary sources

Major literary sources

Vedic literature Vedas and Vedangas

Later Vedic literature

Upanishads

Aranyakas

BrahmanasPuranas

Buddhist literature(Written in Pali language)

Jain literature(Written in Prakrit language)

Sanskrit

Foreign accounts

Greeks

Chinese

Arabian

Common perceptions on literary sources

Religious in nature

Improper or insufficient chronology

2. Archaeological sources

Architectural sources

Excavations

Epigraphic sources (Inscriptions)

Numismatic sources
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